
The office has been busy with 
the usual paperwork and 
discussions about what else we 
could do to help support you 
all.  We are unsure what you 
would like to see.  We have 
tried Facebook, which is fine 
for the older group.  What else 
do you suggest?  This is your 
opportunity to tell us what you 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e 
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  offer you? 

 

Have a happy Spring. 
Ruth T �  

Things have been pretty quiet 
since May but as the days grow 
warmer and longer, people are 
starting to get out and about a bit 
more.  There are three regional 
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  this month and two in 

September.   

We are well aware that camps are 
now further and further apart and 
regional groups are being 

encouraged to put on ������
  

and �������
  to help you all 

keep in touch.  Make sure you 
contact your regional group to 
find out more. 

This addition contains some 
snippets from the National 
Newsletter, Winter 09, just 
incase you didn’t get a chance to 
see it.  Thanks again to Regan 
for his report on the Southland 
Camp.  He provides a  great 
overview of what goes on at a 
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I had no response to the last 
Caption competition, so that’s 
the end of that for a while.  I 
hoped you liked the word 
search, no puzzle in this 
addition, but have a look at the 
optical illusions on page four. 
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Lianne and Peter Kalivati, in collaboration with friends Lynda Beckham and Richard Laing, have 
developed a comprehensive website for the benefit of disabled travellers and their 
companions/caregivers. This website offers detailed information about accessible facilities provided by 
accommodation establishments in New Zealand.  Only accommodation with accessible facilities for the 
disabled or the infirm may register for inclusion on this site. The site lists independent hotels, larger group 
hotels, motels and private bed and breakfast establishments all of which offer basic to superior accessible 
facilities.   
 
Peter was diagnosed in November 2006 with motor neuron disease.  The progressive, debilitating nature 
of this disease means that Peter is now confined to a wheelchair and is totally dependent on others for his 
daily needs.  In preparation for their travels around New Zealand over the last year, Lianne spent literally 
hours searching on the internet to identify accommodation facilities that were going to be suitable for 
Peter.  This search proved time consuming and frustrating. Lianne and Peter have set about creating a 
centralized information source for others in a similar situation.  Their site can be found at 
www.accomobility.co.nz. 
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Hello, my name is Regan Bain and I am going to tell you about my time at the ����������	
�
  
Southland Camp. 

 
On Friday night Mum took me 
down to Pukerau.  I was unsure 
about what was going to happen 
over the weekend.  I was lucky as 
my friend from Dunedin, Kyle, was 
going too.  On Friday night we 
played some games to introduce 
ourselves to the other children. 
 

 
Saturday was the main day.  My group was first to participate in the workshop.  We were 
encouraged to talk about our siblings that have a disability.  We talked about the last time we 
went to the shop for an ice cream and how we felt when our siblings did something or said 
something that we were embarrassed about.  We talked about what we can do to support our 
brothers and sisters as they struggle to make sense of the world.  I know my brother is different 

but I love him very much and I will do 
what I can to help him. 
 
Next we went on the climbing wall that 
was about 10 metres high - it felt great 
getting right to the very top.  We then 
moved onto kayaking, that was great fun 
too.  We then had a go at horizontal 
bungee and Frisbee golf. 
 
Sunday was a follow up on the SibShop workshop.  We then went out on 
the high ropes.  I was the only one to get to the top.  Then we had fun on 
the flying fox and the waterslide.  At the end we had a prize giving and 
were given a list of phone numbers so we could keep in touch with all our 
new friends.  Next it was home time and a big sleep.   

 
Today I am still friends with some of 
the people I met and I have even 
been on holiday with one of my new 
friends and his family.   
 
 I would like to thank Parent to Parent 
for the opportunity to go to the 
����������	
�  camp.  I can’t wait 
till the next camp, and in the future I 
would like to become a sib leader. 

 
Thank you 
Regan Bain 
 
  



2009 Camps 
Gisborne (���������������������������� ) 
Rockforte Olympic Pools 
Sunday 13 September 
 
Napier (���������������������������� ) 
Napier Aquatic Centre 
Sunday 20 September 
 
Central Lakes/CBOP 
Totara Springs 
20 - 22 November 2009 
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2010 Camps 
Canterbury 
Blue Skies 
26—28 February 2010 
 
Nelson 
Bridge Valley 
5 - 7 November 2010 
 
Camp brochures, for the 
closest camp, will be sent 
to all those who are on our 
contact lists. 

Camp locations and dates 
are subject to change.  
 
Keep your eye on our 
website and Facebook 
page for more information 
on camp dates and 
regional ������
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PHAB has taken on Sensational Siblings! So if you k now someone that might like to 
join………..GET IN TOUCH!  
 
Sensational Siblings originated when a number of parents noted the lack of support for children 
with a sibling with a disability. We want to increase the peer support and information opportunities 
for brothers and sisters of people with special needs by means of fun interactive youth groups, 
workshops and forums. Growing up with a brother or sister who has a disability can give siblings 
a greater richness of experience and better quality of life, bring out positive traits in their 
characters, help them develop better senses of humour and fairness and introduce them to the 
best aspects of inclusive communities. These benefits are less likely to be realised if we don't 
encourage each of our children to develop their potential in a warm, fun, friendly and safe 
environment. 
 
We are welcoming back the start of Sensational Siblings with a new look, fantastic new Youth 
Workers, and an amazing new programme. 
 
The changes will not in anyway affect Sensational Siblings and how you have come to know and 
love it. The only major difference to you is where the administration is run from and of course it's 
going to be bigger and better than ever. 
 
Please contact Kerry or Sonia for more information (09) 4887490 or kerry@phab.org.nz 
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Parent to Parent is a national organisation set up in 1983 to support 
families of people with special needs ranging from the very common to the 
rarest conditions. 

Parent to Parent New Zealand delivers a programme, which supports the 
specific needs of siblings who have brothers and sisters with special needs. 

The aim of Parent to Parent’s ����������	
�
� programme is to 

provide children with an experience that will assist them to cope with the 
challenges and stresses of living with a brother or sister who has a 
disability.  Siblings develop their own support network, through sharing 
and making friends with others who understand.   
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Watch which way the 
circles move as you 
move towards and 
away from the picture. 


